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npArntionsLl .rirches b? Tank and Jj e cbanlzedj :o£mata^^ 

The Patriotic War is rich in the experience of organizins and con- 
ducting marches of l^Se tr^ f c^lons, and especially of for- 
mations of tank and nec ianised troops. During the v/ar these per- 
formed marches as -ndividaal tank or mechanized corps or else as 

coiriponentis of e tan.k armies - 

The offensive opci-ations of the Red Army during the summer of 
1943 imposed strenuous marching re-- uiremoits on the tahi and .lech- 
onized troops, the same time these operations showed the grovrth 
of the kncr.-JockSo of our officer corps in the organization and ex- 
ecution of o’-eratloiial marches by large tank and laechanized format- 

ionso 

The R-d :irrny Field 3erv3.ce regiUations state that, if railv/ayo 

are available tan/.s should be moved on these for distances of over 

^ — -t-vvot- ■fc'^nk 

75 i.m. 3-t the experience of tao pati-iotxo v.ax 

and nec-.anlzed formations fseouently had to move on their ovm for 
Iist.;u-mes of 200 to 300 ’-.ms. and more. The lack of convenient meais 
of trras-shipment, has been, and in the future will be, always a 
difficult, problem at the front, as will be the factor of the carry- 
ing c pocity of the railroads. In the forvrard areas of the front, tte 
rcilr.u’-ds are under constant threat of enemy air attacks and do not 
alway.'. co.iplete the trans-sFipment of troops in the re. uired time. 

'"able 1 Gives the data concerning some typical operational 
marcros r^rformod by tmk and mechanized formations in different 

timus of the year, NumherTime .iverage Av. 

Kan*. ofFormation Date Time^of Year Covered Roads P®^ho« 


>rde Tank krmir .A.ug^l5 Roads 1 

generally 

( Vtiheeled Vehicle s ) 194*- - satisfactory ♦ 
' -jeather-goo • 


120-160 


2^5 50-65 

days 


2nde Tank iirniy Feb 10 ..inter 200-220 1 7days 2^-30 3. 5- 

Y o Sncn^storci 3*7% 
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TRANSLATION 

t Operational Marches, 


PAGB MOMBER 

St, — 


5the Guards July 7, Roads fair, 330-3^0 
Tank Army 1V43<> ^ t/eather good 

on the hole 


3days li0--130 12-J4 


4th. Guards July 7, Conditjons 
Tank Corps 1943- similar to 


450 


1-2 


130-200 11-J2 




T. .T ^ a n." 


I'iij same. 


200-210 


- 100-110 4o5-5. 


JU .U '^V-4 w WX Ur — ? 


From the ..b a/o .able it can be seen that operational .larcnes 
over r distance' of .-CO to 300 kras. is nnt a rarity and lhat these 
occupy cin in ort .nt place in the activity of tank and me c hail zed 
troopso fjsid .s, tnc activity of tank and niochanized formations as 
mobile oroops are more liabiis to re-grouping on the fi el3d of brittle 
thoi» other t^^pes of troops. kTxl this characteristic of tafek troops 
^niges all their officers aud particularly staff officers to 
3 tudy diligently and carefully previous examples of organising 
marches and re-gi'-.**aping« 

Th e oi the 3 rd. Ta nk Army . 

Tno .rdp Sara; Army ^*as composed of the fol3o vjlng units ^ the 
12th. nd l:th. an; Corps, uhe 134tho and 264tlu i^ifls Div5„sions, 
the 179thc Separate Tank Brigade, the 1172 Tank destroyer iirtillery 
iiegiment, the 62nd. docket Launcher uegiment, the 6th c Separate 
ilotor Cycle Regiment, and r.he 54bho oeparate Motor Cycle Battalion, 
and v/a3 located in the area Ghern^ , Gorbachevo, Leont^yevOo On the 


15th. of August, 1942, the army received the order to move to the 
area Xozel'sk. The f -rraationa the army had to accomrliaii 


a march of 120 to 160 Urns* 

The 3rdo Tank ilrm;- completed the march by a combination of 
methods. The Tanl: Corps and the rifle divisions trere re-located by 
railway. Tne Hb of the Army, the motorized rifl e b rigades of the 


:isi raw 
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tank corps, the motorized rifle battalions of the tank brigades, 
the 1172 Tank Destroyer lllery Regimeit and other units having 
their ovm motor transport, moved themselves to the assembly area* 


; Thus the v/hole road-bb^f|d%i tanl: array consisted 

j entirely of v;heeled vehicles, and that acted favorably cn the speed 

j of movement o Only one unit completed its transfer by the end of the 

I . . 

\ 17th. of August o In tv/o and one half days (36 hours) the army acc- 

om'-lished a march of 120 to 160 kms, i.hich consisted of 50 to 65 
•vins. per day and not 150 kms^ as is recuired by the Field and Combat 
^ rogulatioas o/ ^i:io tank and ; mechanized troops of the Red Any ^ 

I The ralli'aa/ stat j.ons e.'e completel 3 '’ unprepared for the loadiig 

> and unloading of tanks, and therefore, tie mobile part arrived in 

I segments and only after considerable delay* The slov7 transfer of 

I tanl<s delayei the assembly cf the entire arrajr by ten days* 

I Conclus .onso 

I The 3 .I 0 U assembly of the 3rdo Tank Army in the area . ozel^sia 

I can be expliined by the ft.ilure of the serbice elements during the 

road movemeats and the unj reparedness of the railroad for the trans- 

' fer* of the .anics. 

I 2* The transfer of a army ovec a distance of 150 kmSo 

should have been done by its ovm resources* This i;ould hare shorten®l 
i nhe time of crar 3f or considerably « 

^ The March >1 th a 2ndo Tank Army* 

. (Sketch nia:> 6 not included in translation* Gan be found on 

i 

t 

\ page ol of the original*} 

f 

I Tbb 2nd^ Tar:: Army TjhCch consisted of: the llth* and i6th* Tank 

f 

I Corps, the 60thc llfle Dk/ision, the 11th* Guards Tank Brigade, the 

( 

i 563rda and 567the Tank Jestroyer Artillery Regiments, the 29tho 

! Guards Tank Regi ont. the 37th« Rocket j auncher Regiment : v:as dis- 

I 

I posed in the Frostov, i homutov, Verkhov^ye, Yereraino, Solov*— 

\ yevka* 

I 

CA t e morning of tlie !.3th* of February » 1943 1 bhe 2nd* Tank 

i Arp^/ received the task to ciiange positions, and during the 15tho- 

HS mm nT DSSSEMiNATION FORM TOR iNTEUJGB^ TRANSIAT1C»I 
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16th, of February to assemble in the area Anenkovo, Fatek, Dubro^ka, 
Telegino, and be ready to breai: through the defended enemy position 
on the vfestern shore of the river Svapa« A march of between 200 and 
220 kmso faced the army formations^ 

For the movement to the nevj r.roa the army vias assigned only one 
road, and even that one was not entirely free of other traffic o The 
road was also the sur>ply and concentration route of the troops of 
the Central Front c itlready in the preparation of the iiarch the rules 
of the Field oervice heguiations laying doim that tank and mechan- 
ized forces chouj d move on separate roads, and, if that were not 
possible, that they shou-_d move in separate echelons, v.as broiieno 
But the siturtion did not ma^e it possible to ass/^igh s. separate 
road to thv j.’oraation, and the units of the 2ndo ianl Army v;ere 
.f*Qcec , from tho beginning, v/ith a diiticult inarcha 

c-;Ga.ther conditions m.ade the difficult bask even more soo During 
the ti.ie of the move .ent there ^ as a heavy snovjstorm which made the 
road Imost i:\pa.eoable not onl^^ for v/heeled. but a-i-so for tracked 
vehicles » The Army had no snow-clearing equipment, and none was 
cissigned to it® In the end, the army moved under conditions of 
almost complete absence of roadSo This required srocial organization 
and planning of the iarch» 

Conse'iuent-j/ more of the army rei.iained in one place, than com- 
pleted the march, and the array was spread out over a distance of 
:* 50 to 200 i msc, and tin: i hole route w’as filled by the marching 
subunits of the Indo Tank Army, The service elements could not move 
under these conditions and remain^ in their departure positions; 
Furthermore, no technical service points had been organized along 
the route, not repair stations established, which increased the 
difficulty of th? wa.rch« 

The march . as started am the 13th* of Februiary, but the Army 
wdth its tank iinits did not reach its assembly area until the i9th. 
that is, three to four days late, and not battle vrorthy at that« 
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Alspj the long march along the road had been observed by the enemy 
and vre lost the element of surprise « 

Actually the movement -pf the; individual units and subunits 

i.,-. “ ^4;^^ fj- 

extended oven beyond the l9tho 6t rebruaryo Table 2 shox'js the 
condition of the tanks of the tank corps and of the 11th • Guards 
Tank Brigade on the 21st. cf February, that is, on the seventh 

day of the march « 

F or mat ions Numb er of Tanks — ^ 

in departure arrived at remained .n broke doxm 
position -ssemb^.y or'^^a/departur 3 along route 

position 


Ibtho Tank Corps 

161 

38 

44 

j. it h a Tank C oi' ps 

19 d 

104 

39 

3-1 Guards Tank 




Brigade 

55 

40 

13 

Total 

408 

to 

H 

1 

96 

Formations 

available 

Fuel and Oil 

Av. 

tin: 


Tan: Tores n',1 

3. .1th.. Tan. Corps 0.25 

11 Guards Tank 

Brig ac e 0.1 2 o 5 

Thus, 10£E- tar li hnXx '• taiUwo arrived at the nevj 

j=isembl 7 area, onc-third broke dov.n and roraained along the road, 

;nd about one r uarter (23; ) remained in their departvire positions. 

The hren! ing doa-n o£ tanks alo.ig the road, and particularly 
the leaving behind of tanks in the departure portion, can be as- 
cribed to the lack of preparation of the technical service units, 
for such a march . The situation along the front one v)hich al- 

lowed for t*i 3 completion of all tbj measures made necessary by the 
re uirements of such a marcho According to the available POL, the 
srm was in no position to attempt to complete its asslgMsent, 
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Some of the army tanits covered the distance (200 to 220 knis«) 
in seven days, vjhich gives than an average speed of 2^ to 30 kiiis<» 
per day « If it is ass-umed th(t> the units were on the move for ^ 
hours per dajr, then the average speed of movement vxas 3u5 to 3 <*75 
kmsa per hours 

The 2ndo Tajik army received in its assembly area {Anenl^ovo, 
Fatesh, Dubrovka, Telegrino) the order to move to the departure i 

positions for an offensive in the direct icn Pilkhaylovka, .Irbusovo, 
-armanovo, for the purpose of breaking through the German defences 
and, following that, to operate T.dth its tank formations in the 

m 

direction of irubchevsk - tnechoo The units of the Army \bvq ex- 
pected to accomplish another inarch of 70 to SO IcnSo 

The troops of the 2nd« Tank /vrmy moved into the new ass ribly 
area even slower, that is, between the 13th » and the 21st, of Feb- 
rHBCVo Units of the 2ndc Tank Army actually spent S days on the 
road, that is, at a speed of 10 kmso per da^^o 

The Comraancicr of the 2ndo Tank Array could only organize an 
offensive v;ith one motorized infantry division by the ^rdo of 
February, since the tanks and the 60th. Rifle Division had not 
assembled ccEspletely by that timea Only by the 2^th. of February 
v/as the assembly of all the parts of the array completed and it was 
possible to plan our advance. The leading of the army into battle 
by segments certainly diminished the effectiveness of the progress 
of the operation and the acJfievement of its aim. 

Conclusion: The march of the 2nd. Tank Array was conduct ei under 
extremely difficult weather conditionso The only reasen for such a | 
divergence of the speed of the niarch from the noims laid do\jn by 
the Field Service Regulations of the Red Army wras the sOTious fail- 
ure of the Technical Service elements • 

The March of the 5tho gank Angy. The 5th • Tank Arny , ccxnposed 
of the 29th. and 18th. Tank Corps, the 5th. Guards ( 

Mechanized Corps, the 76 Rocket Launcher Regiment and the 678th. 
Guaz^s Artillery Reglraent) were located in the areas of Cfe trogoaksk—^ 
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Shubnoye; Kamenka-Karpenkovo; Zabolotovka-Shaposhni4®kovo* (See map 
7 - not included In the tirahflatxcii ~ see. page 64 of the originals j 
Oh the 5th\. of July the army staff received warning^/ orders to 
prepare the troops for battlOo At 2300 hours on the 6tho of July 
orders v/ere received from the Commander of the Steppe Military Dis- 
trict to concentrate on the irestern shores of the river Oskol in the 
following areas: Saltykovo, l on'shino, Russkaya, iCholan^ ^ l orostovo^ 
\^erkhne-Atamanskoye, and to be prepared to advance in the direction 
of Oboyan* -i-ursk^ As the result of the instruction the troops were 
faced vjith a forced i:>arch of betvjeen 23 O and 2^0 Ians a 


Due to the early receipt of tJ*!? warning orders it was 


possibly 


to prepare the formations of tho army for the move c uickly and by 
0130 hours on the 7th. of July, that is, two and on^v half hours after 
receipt of the ox dors to raove, the main poirtioxis of vhfe army vrere^n 
the march „ The difficult situatioE- on the front (the Carmans \:ere 
continuing their attack in the direction Oboyan-Ktirsk) reoixired that 
the r.arch be completed without delayo 

Conditions for the march were on the i.hole favorable, /m area 
30 to 35 loaSc wide, vxith several roads, had been assigned the 
arm for tho move^ The march of the corps vras organ5.sed alciig t\io 
roads, as shovm on sketch map 7o For the protection of the irmy in 
the assembly area an advanco gua3cd of tho foil vjing coraposi ion had 
been sent out : the "Separate Guards Red Banner Meter cycle Re ;iment, j 
the 53rdc Guards T.'ink Regiment, the 6^9 Guards Tank Destroyei .\rt- ' 

illery Regiment, one battei*y of the 67^ Hovrifctzer Artiilert^ Reiiment> 
The Advance (kiards reached the area of Proto chnoye in the midcle 
of the 7tho of Jiay and occupied a position coiierlng the assemlly 
and depart tore of the army’s main forceo 

Tho main force reached Its ass^bly area by the morning of the 
Stho of July^ If one considers that most of the day was u ed up in 
the dispersal of the arriving troops to their locations, it can *'9 
said that the army completed a march of 230 to 280 kms. in tvro da.'S> 
At 0100 hours on the 9th|, of July the staff of the 5th* Ckiard**^ 


3^1 RM 13A DISSEMINATION TRANSlATiON 

lEEB. 56 (GO^ITlHIIASlCai SHHST) 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0011 0001 0004-0 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0011 0001 0004-0 


|f I INTBLLIGENCB TlLANSLATiON 


PAGB NUMBER 


Army received the oredr to move to the area Bobrshevo, Bol.Fsinka, 
Veselyy, Aleksandrovskiy, Bol.Setl by the odd of the day {9th. of 
July ) , vrf.th the assignment to be prepared to cut off an enemy att- 
ack which i*/as making headway. The araiy had to undertake another 
march of about 100 kms. The armySS f ona tions completed this march 
successsfully and well within the time laid dovm for it, they arr- 
ived in their assigned positions and began the preparation for an 
attack. An advance guai'd of the same composition as the one m ed 
on the 7th. of July was sent out into the area of the to^m of Oboyan, 
7’herefore, units of the 5th<. Guards Tank Army v;ithin three 
days of urc’.nterrupted marching ccverod a dist.-.nce of 330-380 Ions«, 
that is, an of l.L0~130 krit. per day/ The army TinitB main- 

tained their full battle readiness. The appearance of the 5th, Tank 
Army on tha front therefore entirely unexpected to the Germans, 
and this surprise liras increased by its teadiness for teittle. 

The djhhils of the march of the 5th. Tank Army are given in 
Table 3. 

The data given in Table 3 should not be taken as tj-pical for a 
forced march, vrhich conditions (and orders) recuired Irom the units 
of the 5th,. Tank The 'noted data is of considerable interest 

from the point of viei 7 of ifiat it is necessary to leexv* for the 
organization of marches of tanlc and mechanized troops. 

Dm’ing the .march the formations of the army spread cut tvrice 
end assembled The table sitovrs the time used up in .'preading 

out and contracting the column ti-rice. 

It can be seen f . om the table that of the total of 72 hours 
spent on the march, tho actual time spent on v.he move by the form- 
ations was 35 hours. Thus the overall average speed actually v.^as not 
more than 8 km, per hour. VJhen it is taken into consideratic a that 
the vehicles v/ere not utilized any more than 9 to 10 hours 1 ;' 24 , 
then the average speed of the march vras I 2 -I 4 km. per hour. 
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Name and Composition 


of column 


Lengrth Length Time 
of of required 
ccXunm 


330 


(Right column; 
ac Advance Guar^d 
be 29th • Tank Gox'ps, 

Motorised AA Artill- 
ery Regiment, of the 
A A ArtilieiT Division, 

67^ Hovritzer Artillery 
Regiment (less one 
bo.tter7)<» ^30 


Total 


(Left column) 


a-j 

b: 


Iv^th.. Tank Corps 


380 





5th. Guards 
Mechanised Corps, 76 
Rocket launcher Regim- 
ent , e chani z ed A. A 
Artillery Aegluient ox 


the AA Artillery 


Total ~ 





The 5t.h, Ouards Tanl'. :irmy received an order to move by a forced 
:uoroh” but the above table ahov:s that it moved at speeds laid d&m 
by the Field Service Regulations for normal marches,!®* failure to 
fulfil the norm set for forced marches caused mainly by the fa<t 

that the army moved in two columns and was fo reed to move two corps 
along one road and that could not but reduce its speed. 

The speed of movement of the foitrard elements lAich, in the 
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main, vfere v;heeled, fully met the re<;:UirGments for forc^ marches* 

In the above table only the average speed of the army formations 
as a vhole is given, and the average speed of movement of the 29tho 
Tank Corps, moving along the ri^t hand column, vjas actually much 
higher than the speed of the tanii formations in the left coiumno 

Conclusion : The otaff of the ^:th. Guards Army in planning the 

march did not take fully into consideration t he large number of earth 
roads i^ area of movement, and as a reasiilt, the left route vjas 

henvils’ overlcadedo The troops arrived in their assembly areas in 
full order, ready to conduct immediately a determined battle^^ 


The March of the Ltho Guards tantemlrovs k Tank Corps The 4th o 
Guards leant emirovslc Tank Corps completed a nx2ii5>er of intense forced 
marches from the area Zeiiilyansk into the area Oboyan^ (Sketch & - 
not included in the transllation, can be found on page 67 of the 
original ) ^ 

The conditi ons for the rnarch of the 4'ths Guards Kantaoirovsk 
Tank Corps v/ere generally satisfactoi*ya The available roads allov/ed 
the corps to move along tvro and sometimes along three roads., The 
v.^eather re.-iained good.. 

The -units of the 4th. (laards . antemirovsk Tank Corps started 
oheir moVAmant from the area Zenilyansk, Stadintsa, Se Beduga, at 
2^3 o^olock on the 7th. of Jtsl.y, 1947o By 2300 hours on ohe same day, 
they had conip3.etGly .assembled in t.ie area east of '.xvi, harang trav— 
ed during tv.'olvo hours a total distance of 150 Ion. at an average 
speed of 12.5 km. per hour. 

The Corps spent 46 hours in the area of Livi, v.4iich gave the 
units an opportunity to conduct technical inspection of its ecuirmen^i 
to clj^iminahe shortages, and refill v.-ith gas and (£.1« 

During the night from the 9th. to the 10th. of July the Corps, 
as ordered by the Commander of the 27th. Army, acccmplished a lOOkm. 
march and reached the areao t Topki, Khmelevaya, with sll of its TUiits 
intact. The ni^t march vjas done along three routes, for which the 
service elements had prepared, and this assisted in achieving the 

Si FOK T3A W^^NAliON^ 
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average speed of movement; 

■ i/hen tile rorimrd elements of the 4th. Guards -antemirovsk Tank 
Corps reached the area of i hmeievaya, the staff of the right-hard 
column received orders from the commaiader of the 27 thc Army to moysa 
ouickly in the direction of > \irsk and by the end o# the 10th. of 
July the forv/ar d elements reached the line Zvyagintsevo, itozhdestvens- 
l^oye - isto a3d the main forces reached th t area by the morning of 
the lltho of Julyo By holdirg t’ie designated area, they safeguarded 
the movement of the main force,^ 

The order of the coiimandor of the 2 ?tho Army created a difficult 
situation for the 4th. Guards i ant emir ovsk Tank Corps<, The units of 
the Corps had to acconplDsh a foroal march v/ithout rest and adequate 
preparation© 

The Corps Commander ordered the advance guard composed of the 
3 rd. Guar*ds Motorized Ri/le Brigade, 264th. lechanized Artillery 
Reglraont, the 756 th. Talw Destroyer Artillery Regiment, the Ist. 
Battalion of the 13 th. Guards Tank Brigade, along the route uosorzha, 
Budakova, : ursk, Mervenskpya. The remaining units of the corps 
remained in the are . Topki, : hraele«faya, for a lengthy halt. 

The units det:il*:'d for the advance /juard did not stpp in the 
area of hmelevays but continued their miroh along the designated 
route and reached "Mheir destination by 1^00 hours on the 10th c of j 
July,; that is, 6 ham's earlier than had been laid dov.rn for them, | 

havin'^ accompli she: the Larch at au average speed of 16 km. per hour. ! 

The main for 1 of tie Corps started vo move along the route 
. hmelevaya, osorzha, Slehigry, .ursk , Rozhdestven- koye -let. at 
1200 hours on the 10 th. of July. Moving al :>ng one road the units 
reached their assembly .rea by 0500 hours cn i>he 11th. of Juiy. 

Thus during the second lalf of the 10 th. of Jiily and during the 
ni^t from the lOth. to the 11 th. of July the corps covered a 
distance of about 200 kis. at an -average spe/^d of lllaa. per hour. 

It has to be noted that the corps v?as fully battle viorthy ^en 
it assembled in the area of Hozhd ^stvenskoye -1st., having lest only 
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eleven tanks along tho road, idiich rejoined their imits during the 
12th, of July, The follTO-d.ng supplies were received in the assembly 
area, 1 1/2 to 2 units of fire and 1 l/2 to 3 refills of ’’OL, 

The Corps operating as a component of the 27th, Array completed 
a 30 km, march during the night from the 15tho to the l6th, of July , 
and assembled in the area of Oboyan' on the morning of that day. At 
1200 hours on he I8th. of July the Corps left the area of Oboyan’ , 
marched about 50 kras, and by 1600 hours of the same day coventrated 
in the area of iTOyao 

Thus, in the reriod .from the 7tho to the lotho of July, the 
Corps moved a distance of 450 Iras, erually divided between day and 
night. marches and nnintaining their full battle vrorthiness. 

The success of the : larch was largely due to the v;ork done by 
the command and staff of the Corps in organizing tho march and the 
su’er-v-ision of the units during the march. The following xrork was 
done in support of the ;.xarch: 

~ the bounds by i.hich the troops xjere to move and the rest areas 
vjere detailed early, 

- in order to control the iaintenance ol proper timiig , liaison 
officers or other responsible officers vjere despatched to the bound- 
aries by aircraft or automobiles ■'■o ensure that the unit'; passe-,, 
their report lines on schedule. 

- officer traffic control posts were stationed .at all river 
crossings to/ aui'Oivise th^uick and efficient crossing ly the xinljts 

-repair and recovery posts and mobile repair spiads were dis- 
posed along the route of march. These mmre dravm from the repair 
establishments of the brigactes and the corps. These repair facil- 
ities serviced the units during the march and especially during the 
halts and in the concentration areas, 

- the basic repair establishments of the corps followed in the 
technical grouping of tho second echelon, and conducted lo rk conn- 
ected wd-th the vjork of replacing assanblies. 

Conclusion ; The march aCCor 5 )llshed by the Uuards i-ant«nir- 
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ovsk Tank Cozp s is primarily an example for the march of Tank and 
xicchanized troops^ The Torced -tarch vras accomplished Tn.thin the 
limits prescribed by the Field Service Regulations of the Red Arrny. 

During the period of th e strong attack by the (ieraans in the 
direction of Belgorod irom' the 5th* to the I2th» of July, 1943, the 
tank and mechanized formations at the disposal of the high corniaand 
and the commanders of the Voronezh Fronts and armies had to be 
re-grouped fre uentlyo These re-groupings wei'e connected with mar- 
ches extending from 25 to 150 kms* and vjere conducted under 

forced circumstances, frequently at night, vjitl the roads being 
heavily used by troops, batb Is supplies and transporto 

The details of the v.iarch by rieveral of the tank corps in the 
period from the !3th. to the 12th. of July are sho\'n in Table 4o The 
data is vreil port^ ana-V/slng in d ‘tall since it corresponds closely 
to the re uirements laid dovm by che Field Service i ulations of 
tho Red .‘^rrnyo 

hOo of Route Length Time Average Tanl:s lo -t 

^ stent speed 

j.anx Corps miles liburs ijn-hr en route 


Marches in our ovm rear area 
(a) Night narches 


2nd. Guards 
Tatsinsk 
Tank Corps 

Fecchanoye 30 
to 

iiryu-' ovo 

8 1/2 

9.4 

HI 



(b) Day 

Hare les 



2nd. Tank 
Corps 

Urazov 

to 

. orocha 

152 

20 L/2 

7.4 

6 

f)tha uuajcds 
Dtalingrad 
Tank Corps 

Betnitsa 

to 

: aiinin 

52 

‘P 

10.4 

18 

10 Tank Corps 5.1 ,0s-' 

oil 52 

10 

15.2 

5 


to 

‘ I'oidiorovka 

Flanlc tlarches (Day and Night ) 
2nd* Guards Kryuicovo 25 5 5 

Tat sins k tio 

Tanlc Corps Boleniidiino 

5 th. Guards iBelenildiiiio 66 

Stalingrad Cat^ to ^ 
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and to assemble In the area f efevalochnoye, i oshelo^o, by 0330 hours-, 
on the 9th. of July, having one day for the march. The move was to be 
conducted at night. The order imposed a diffiCTilt task on the corps 
staff. According to tira available figures, the move, due to the short 
age of transport, v;ould take three days, 61 hours, to be exact. 


, 3T , mi- 


3, ^ Bp fi3i/ / 


S7 Ticj/ SS Sep 


AiW 


/ 3''\ y'S. 


ft M K I 

rTvzcvc 


/.“/A' 3.!^ % 




Sketch 9 : Order of march of the Isto I'lGChauized torpso 
Because of the difficiilt transport position, the corps cpmra- 
ander decided to alarm the troops and to st, rt to move iiamediately 
in smoli groups of 2 to 5 vehicles. The awakened ii'Xantry subunits 
started to march -.dthin the hour. The %7ork of the motor transport 
was divided into foTir trips by which to move the motorir.ed infantry. 
The T;xn!:s ere to move during the night from the 7th, to the dth. 


cf ui-'y 


i.. .c.aiii.ed cXonfi, oi 


luree coluriuis Oc-Cli C x,o -lO i<2iis« 


long. The order of march is shoiti in sketch 9, 

In this instance fnc length of the column was 20 to 25 kms. , 
which made higher speeds of travel possible and reduced the time re. 
quired X'or columns to extend and re-assemble. 

The hiu-ried organisation of t he march showed in its progress. 
Thus, as a result of poor traffic control in the sector Uislme- Dev 
itsk. Sovetskiy, a serious mix-up of tank subunits occuried as a 
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result ox -^/jhich one compai^. of tl^e 219tho Tank Brigade made a 40 kra» 
detour <> 

Despite the hurried organisation march and the shortage 

of transport, the tank and mechanized units of the corps assembled in 
their appointed area by 0500 hours on the Bth. of July® Gomplete ass- 
embly, that is, the moving up of the rear and service elements, v/as 
coiTipieted tOv/ards the end of the 9th » of Julyo 

The lato Mechanized Corps, therefore, did not fulfill the order 
issued by the Commander of the 53rQv .Hrmyo Only by' the use of the 
described order of march, and the use of three roads, could the main 
eleaents of the coT-ps be niovcd 100 hmsu in one night and assemble in 
the designated area one day befofe the time laid dovm by the Army Com* 
marider , 

On the 9th o ox Duty the corps received orders to remove to the 
area dushchino, Svinetz , and to occupy a defensive position on the 
south-'X\?G stern shore of the river Seym along tho line dorochin, Shchiicdri 
unovshiy, Solntsevo, Vasii’yevlca, xdLth thvc taSiC of preventing any 
mov 3 .ii 3 nt by the enemy in the direction of . ursko The units of t ie 
Corps vrere faced - ith a 100-110 Ian.> march, with tho possibility of 
havin.r nononterily to f.lght a meeting engaganento 

laving roceived the order, th ) corps staff calculated the time 
required for forim n, *; up tho colunin and then to assemble the troops at 


i^hr* oad of the march, aii*^* studied -ho route ox iitai'cli of inii. oiiding 

moveo In order to aid ths movement of th tanl^s across obstacles, 
sappers v'ere sent aiioad* A reconnpisance detachment v/as sent into the 
new area to lay communications, to guide the leading units, 

CiHcl guides to lay out the arec?. and to direct their units to this 
assigiiou locatioii-» 


\ 0 o 


MatB ili. 


:.? :V .7iOP, ' .Xr, 




Bt ic 

\ o o 




/ I ()*tT 
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Sketch 10: Order of xiarch of the 1st* Guards Mechanized Corpse 
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The march was conducted along three routes and in the order 
shovm in sketch 10a 

The organizational measures taken by the Corps command and staff, 
and the order of march used, enabled the corps to cover 100-110 Ironse 
in 25 hours, and by th j end of the raorning of the 10th, of July, it 
assembled in the nev/ area® 

This march by the Ist, iischanized Corps was better organized, but 
nevertheless the average speed of r:iarch did not exceed 5 km, per hour. 

Conclusion e. The speed of -iiovomvjnt of the 1st. I-iechanized Corps 
was seriouslv 'Mmited by the shortage of transports Therefore the 
speed of iiovement of iaotorized infantry did not exceed that of the 
rifle units, j 


General Conclusion . 

1.. The experience of th?. 1 atrlotic ar shows that it was necess- 
ary^ on occasions to have tariK and lechanized troops move uxienselves ^ 

I over ciistafices oi yOO to t50 jvmso 

I But the transfer of large t.an;: formations over great distances 

particularly nnder vn nter conditicas^ is not advisable : it leads to 
large expeniitTjro of motor rcsourcas and wastes battle equipment c 

The following distances have to be considered the maximum for 
re— location of arirles and corps by road : in summer, up to 300 kmSo, 
in rlnter, 150 to 200 kms, tlth that it is necessary to try^ to trans- 
port the tanks by rail, 

2c A tank army moving by road re xiires for its march a strip 
20 to 30 kmsc wide ith no less than 3 or 4 roads tl'iroxigii, but, on 
i jjQ r^c count, less than t\-x >9 The movenicnt of a tanic array along one road 
part cuiarly in i .'inter,, leads to excessive elongation of the column, 

and the piecsiDeal commitnient of iin.its to battle (eog« 2nd. Tank 
Army ) , 
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— A 1.0 10 laao vrido strip for 
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3* TanK - 4 . « in the 

ro-d pibvemeat v:ith at least ^ " loitation 
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for re^^locatxono leog^ 
march, and lo-crs the -lao r>...u.rea lor . 

Kantemirovs- Tank Corps), mech- 

1-0 c^ -ar the roads assigned to tc.nK ...«u 
i,at is necessary to c--^r 

• no for a move from all other transport. If that is 
,nized formation, fo 

done bottlenecks develop, the spee . 
column elongates (e,g, 2nd. Tana * ) 

5 The transfer of tanks by ml. In th ^ 

. • ufl^d ^or distances less th.n 150 Kms, Despite certain ccon- 

;..nsrort resources a d in repair effort, the units of 

the tank formations lose -S 

.™s (a.g. 3rd, Tank ArrnO, _ ^ 

asaeiuu ., ,... of r,l3. arms f or:;, tions , setoinji 

>.1,0,.,,, ,0‘ , - . ^ a,d. 

oorp, -> ■■'“ ,,, ,P. pPPparPd 

in extre .e cases ; ^ 

for the :aa.^chp ..^rnrice i-gulations lays dov.-n speeds of 
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mechanized formations it is necessary to assign to them sappers as 
v-ell as repair facilities from the front or army. The allocated sap- 
pers should be dispatched in advance to localities vdiich v.-ould be 
more or less difficult for tanks to pass. The repair facilities (mo- 
bile repair detachments) should be disposed along the route at int- 
ervals of 30 to 50 Ions, from each other. The number of sappers and 
repair facilities will depend on the general conditions of the move. 

9. Anti-aircr.aft Jjefmce ; for an area of movement 20 to 30 kms, 
v;ide and 50 to oO Kins, deep, v/ill re'-uire the assignment to the tank 
army of up to one anti-aircraft division. The anti-aircraft guns v;ill 
bo disposed primarily in the dopartura positions, the open stretches 
of the road, and in the c.-oc.mbly areas. The anti-aircraft defences of 
the m.arching columns sho'ald be provided from thj organic corps anti- 

f cXcrnGHtiSo 

10. The proper organization of traffic control v.-ill prevent the 
devsloperaent of traffic Jumps aiiu uix-up of units along the road j,s. 
g. 1st. f.lechanized Corps), as viell as making -larches in small groups 
of :;-3 vehicles possible, ns ,rell as expediting the movement of troops 

The responsibility for organizing proper traffic control and 
providing the necossad^y persoxmel for it along the route rests v.ath 
the corps. Import nt defiles, important hi.ghway junctions, difficult 
vrater obstacles, having operational significance for the troops will 
remain under the control of army hoad. uarters, 

Cn paitio-alaiiy difficult sectors of the route (defiles, cross- 
infs, road junctiens) it is advisable to assign traffic control posts, 
manned by officers. Traffic control posts have to be provided vfith a 
plan of the movement of the columns along the route. 
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